


WELCOME!

festivalofpolitics.ie

FoPDub@PoliticsFestDub

“Just because you 

do not take an interest

in  politics doesn’t mean 

politics won’t take an 

interest in you”

Pericles*

*Pericles was a prominent and 
influential Greek statesman, orator 

and general of Athens during 
the Golden Age

Tickets on sale via our website. Discount tickets available for students, 
pensioners & unwaged. Email admin@templebarcompany.com for details.

Pannellists are subject to change. Follow us on facebook and twitter to 
keep up to date.

The Festival of Politics is designed to get people talking. The capital’s 
only event dedicated to political debate, it will generate an interest 
among people who love their current affairs and follow local, national 
or global politics. The Festival of Politics aims to challenge the status 
quo and facilitate debate among a wide a diverse range of opinions.  
As Mark Twain once said, ‘Whenever you find yourself on the side of 
the majority, it’s time to pause and reflect…’
With topics ranging from Trump’s presidency to Islamic satirists, to 
Peggy Seeger’s political protest through song and a discussion on 
whether we will be divided as an island, but united as a people; the 
Festival of Politics will encapsulate the 2017 political zeitgeist, both 
in Ireland and abroad. Fittingly Tailors Hall will host the 2017 Festival 
of Politics, which was home to the Back Lane Parliament  in the 18th 
Century.
Festival of Politics would like to thank Dublin City Council, The Irish 
Stock Exchange, Failte Ireland and the local community in Temple 
Bar for their sponsorship and support.
From all on the Festival of Politics team

FESTIVAL OF POLITICS - BE A PARTY TO IT



THE TEAM

In the same vein as the popular television show ‘Mock the Week’, 
the Festival of Politics will put a group of TDs on the spot to glean 
a greater insight into party political views on some of the issues of 
the day. From politics to sports to whatever else is currently driving 
the conversation. Elected representatives will brave the podium to 
deliberate and deliver answers with a caveat: no political/partisan 
responses will be tolerated. This means a question must be answered 
with a straightforward yes or no before a TD can continue to make 
their point. Our panellists are Barry Cowen TD, Minister Finian 
McGrath, Kate O’Connell TD and Danny Healy Rae TD.

John Lee, political editor of 
the Mail on Sunday will chair 
this (sure to be) 
lively event.

Ticket includes 
complimentary 
glass of wine.

TELL IT LIKE IT IS
with john lee
WED 22nd NOV 7:30pm (doors 7pm) ~ FREE but 
ticketed ~ TAILORS’ HALL Back Lane, Dublin 8 
~ Chair: John Lee, Political Editor Irish Mail
on Sunday

CLAUDINE MURRAY
Shrewd marketeer, Claudine is 
the reason stuff gets done in the 
Temple Bar Company. 
Quite likely to 
get your name 
wrong but 
that’s what 
happens 
when you 
run the show, 
right?

SIOBHAN MAGUIRE
A former journalist, Siobhán now 
earns her living giving media 
advice and sharing 
(imposing) her 
opinions, which 
makes her very 
happy. Loves 
dogs. Hates 
misplaced 
apostrophes.

MARTIN HARTE
The boss man. Partial to herbal 
teas after overdosing 
on coffee in his 20s 
and 30s. Unlikely 
to ever cut 
a long story 
short.

NOEL DEMPSEY
A proud Meath man who knows a 
thing or two about 
politics. A key 
member of 
the so-called 
“Gang of 
Four” (look 
it up). 

CIARA BRADY
Can be found pounding the 
streets of Temple Bar on a 
daily basis. A skilled Event 
and Operations 
Executive, Ciara’s 
superpowers 
include knowing 
where the 
best coffee is 
stashed in the 
office.

ANIA SCHULER
You know when an email 
attachment won’t open or that 
Skype conference call is causing a 
meltdown? Our 
(Agentinian 
born) Ania 
steps in with 
solutions. 
She’s an IT 
and social 
media whizz!



THE STATE OF 
DUBLIN
hosted by thejournal.ie
THURS 23rd NOV 7.30pm (doors 7pm)
Free but ticketed ~ THE LIQUOR ROOMS,  
6-8 Wellington Quay, Temple Bar

Dublin City councillors take to the stage in this public debate 
examining local government in the city. 

Outside of national government, there are 31 local authorities 
with 949 councillors who effectively ‘run the country’. 
Each administration governs everything from bin 
collection to street cleaning and local housing. To find 
out exactly what our councillors are doing, we turn to 
the largest local authority in the country, Dublin City 
Council, for answers.
Faced with random topics from thoughts on the current government 
to power plays at a local level, we grill a selection of 6 brave 
city councillors; the Lord Mayor Mícheál MacDonncha, 
Cllr Ciarán Cuffe, Cllr Mannix Flynn, Cllr 
Deirdre Heney, Cllr Dermot Lacey and 
Cllr Norma Sammon who will spill the 
beans on what it means to be locally 
elected representatives in 2017. Online 
questions will be provided in advance by  
the public.
Susan Daly, The Journal’s editor 
will chair this lively event.

THE OMBUDSMAN 
FOR CHILDREN
with dr. niall muldoon
THURS 23rd NOV 6pm (doors 5:30pm) FREE but  
ticketed at ark.ie ~ THE ARK, 11a Eustace Street, 
Temple Bar  

To coincide with Universal Children’s Day and as we acknowledge 
the 25th Anniversary of Ireland’s ratification of the UN Convention 
of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), The Ark & Festival of Politics 
have invited Dr Niall Muldoon, Ombudsman for Children to give a 
talk for adults of all ages.
Dr Muldoon will paint a picture of children’s rights in Ireland and 
illustrate how things have changed since the establishment of his 
office. The audience will gain an insight into how the UNCRC works 
and how it has enabled some of the recent changes in the field of 
children’s rights.

The Ark was founded 22 years ago in response to Ireland’s 
ratification of the UNCRC. Its mission, vision and 
values are informed in particular by Article 31 of the 
convention. This event is being presented in line with 
the Ark’s advocacy priorities. In the belief that children 
have a right to art and culture as part of their learning 
and development
The Ark is committed to:
Playing a part in raising public awareness of every 
child’s right to culture, in partnership with other like-
minded organisations in civil society;
Making the case for the inherent value of art in 

children’s lives with government and other policy 
makers;
And promoting the voice of the child inside and outside 

of The Ark.



Can the universal language of music make a difference? We 
examine how song can make a powerful statement and bridge 
differences where the political lexicon often fails. 

CULTURE (noun): the arts and other manifestations of human 
intellectual achievement regarded collectively; the ideas, customs, 
and social behaviour of a particular people  
or society.

When can culture, in particular music, influence change 
in our socio-economic system? Can music soften 
views on religion, ethos and ethnicity to marry 
opposing sides and effect meaningful 
change? We look at how music has 
impacted for the better on world 
matters, crossing boundaries 
and shaping opinions.

Ticket includes 
complimentary glass 
of wine.

All Together 
now
THURS 23rd NOV 8pm (doors 7:30pm) €7.50
 ~ TAILORS’ HALL, Back Lane, Dublin 8 
Chair: Nadine O’Regan, Today FM

OUR PANEL:
Jeremy Cunningham lead bass guitarist of The Levellers, British 
pioneers of political folk-punk. The Levellers music has always had a 
political edge and they were one of the few bands of their generation 
to translate this into mainstream commercial success, 
selling more than six million records, 
including two number one albums, in  
the ‘90s.

Liam O’ Maoinlaí a musician and 
frontman for The Hot House 
Flowers, who explored the 
possibility of music as a 
common language between 
cultures in his 2008 documentary 
‘Dambé: The Mali Project’ with fellow 
musician Paddy Keenan. Together, the 
pair made their way across 3,000 miles, 
collaborating with musicians from village 
tribes and Nomadic Herders to form a united 
path of song.

Annette Bellaoui a Danish activist and Muslim convert who is 
changing the narrative through music and humour. Bellaoui is 
founder of Tavse Stemmer - Missing Voices.de, a project created by 

Muslim women for Muslim women with two objectives: present 
opportunities for Muslim women in the arts; and debunk 

the myth that there is little more to Muslim women than 
subservience and religious bondage.

Nadine O’Regan, journalist and presenter of Today’s FM’s 
‘Songs in the Key of Life’ will be our chair for this event.



Politics is a game of many layers dominated by backroom deals and 
massaged by financial influence. But who are those individuals just 
out of shot whose political advocacy organisations and affluence 
sway votes and decision making at the highest level?
To help us discuss the increasingly pervasive influence of those 
spending millions of dollars shaping the Grand Old Party in 
the image of their interests and ideologies we will be joined 
by a panel of experts to lift the veil.  The Koch brothers 
and their U-turn on Trump, George Soros and his Open 
Society impression, and Michael 
Bloomberg, the former New 
York City mayor and climate 
change advocate - none 
will escape scrutiny!

Ticket includes 
complimentary 
glass of wine.

WHO ARE OUR 
POLICY MAKERS?
FRI 24th  NOV 1pm (doors 12:30pm) €7.50
~ TAILORS’ HALL, Back Lane, Dublin 8
Chair: Shona Murray, Foreign Affairs Correspondent, 
Independent Group of  Newspapers

OUR PANEL:
Our panel will include Brian Hayes MEP, David Quinn (The Iona 
Institute/The Sunday Times/Irish Independent), John Devitt (CEO 
Transparency International Ireland), Siobhán Masterson (Head of 
Corporate Affairs at Ibec).

Shona Murray, Special Investigations Correspondent at the Irish 
Independent and Sunday Independent will chair this event.



striking back:
anti-apartheid striker 
mary manning
FRI 24th NOV 6:30pm ~ Free 
~ THE GUTTER BOOKSHOP, Cow’s Lane, 
Temple Bar.  Host: Joe Higgins

Striking Back - the untold story of an anti-apartheid 
striker (published by Collins Press) Mary 
Manning with Sinéad O’Brien.

‘Young shopworkers on Henry Street in Dublin, 
who in 1984 refused to handle the fruits of 
apartheid, provided me with great hope during 
my years of imprisonment, and inspiration to 
millions of South African’s.’ Nelson Mandela

Dunnes Stores cashier Mary Manning knew 
little about apartheid when, at the age of 
twenty-one, she refused to register the sale 
of two Outspan South African grapefruits 
under a directive from her union. She was 
suspended and nine of her co-workers 
walked out in support. They all assumed 
they would shortly return to work.
But theirs were kindling voices, on the cusp of 
igniting a mass movement they couldn’t even 
imagine. Despite harassment from the Garda  
and disparagement from the Irish government 

and even the Catholic Church, 
they refused to be silenced. Within 
months they were embroiled in a 
dispute that captured the world’s attention 
and imagination.
In this searing account, Mary tells the extraordinary story of their 
public fight for justice, as well as her emotive journey of discovery 
into her family’s past. Mary’s mother had been forced to carry a 
secret burden of shame for her whole life by the same oppressive 
establishment Mary was fighting. Striking Back is a provocative and 
inspiring story that epitomises the resilience of hope and the human 
spirit, even under the most formidable of circumstances. It shows 
that each of us has the power to change the world.
Joe Higgins outspoken and colourful former Socialist TD, MEP  
and councillor, is guest speaker at the book launch in The Gutter 
Book Shop.



Presented by Peter Jukes with Alastair Morgan, Dee Meir 
and Kirsteen Knight

Daniel Morgan and the Dark Arts: A Murder mired in police 
and media corruption

Daniel Morgan was a British private detective. A family man who 
loved his job, he enjoyed a drink with his business partner, Jonathan 
Rees, at the Golden Lion pub in Syndenham, a district in south-
east London on March 10, 1987, before heading to his car in the  
parking lot.

Daniel, then 37 years old, never made it home. His body was found 
in the pub car park with an axe embedded in the back of his head. 
Efforts had been made to make the assault look like a robbery – 
Daniel’s Rolex watch had been stolen – yet a sum of money, around 
£1,000, remained in his jacket pocket. The other item that 
was stolen? A notebook where Morgan had recorded 
findings on a drug-related police corruption 
case he was investigating. Southern 
Investigations, the detective 
agency he set up with Rees, 
was known to be working with 

untold:
the daniel morgan 
murder
FRI 24th NOV 8:30pm (doors 8pm) €7.50
~ TAILORS’ HALL, Back Lane, Dublin 8

the police and journalists at the now-
defunct Murdoch tabloid “The News of the 
World’. Was there a link between his work and 
his death?

With an unsolved murder and convoluted claims 
of police and media corruption, the Daniel Morgan 
story holds a fascination for people desperate to 
discover the truth. In 2016, Peter Jukes, a journalist 
and dramatist, and Alastair Morgan, Daniel’s brother, successfully 
crowdfunded Untold, a 10-series podcast that was dubbed Britain’s 

‘Serial’ and topped the podcast charts upon its release. The pair 
have now written a book on Daniel’s story and their findings and 
will publish in 2018.

Now, Daniel’s story is coming to Ireland with Peter and Alastair 
bringing Untold to an Irish audience.

Ticket includes complimentary glass of wine.



Peggy Seeger - Folk Singer, Song 
Writer, Activist

The Seeger name will be forever 
associated with peaceful protest, 

political activism and giving voice for 
the common man and woman. A half-sister 

of Pete Seeger, Peggy’s influence upon folk 
music has spanned six decades. Now in her 

80s, Peggy will attend the Festival of Politics to 
share some of her fascinating career highlights.

In the 1950s, she travelled to communist China 
whereupon her name and passport were subsequently 
blacklisted by American authorities - a mark that 
followed her around Europe. She settled in London 
and married the actor and singer Ewan McColl, father 
of Kirsty McColl. The pair collaborated on many of 
the songs that would make Seeger a folk hero. Join 

us for a intimate afternoon of chat and song with one 
of the most iconic women of folk.

Peggy will be interviewed by Tony Clayton Lea, award-
winning journalist, broadcaster and author for an intimate 

afternoon of chat and song. 
Ticket includes complimentary glass of wine.

AN AUDIENCE WITH 
PEGGY SEEGER
SAT 25th NOV 1pm (doors 12:30)  €9.99
 ~ TAILORS’ HALL, Back Lane, Dublin 8

In The Name of Peace - John Hume in America
IFI presentation in association with Festival of Politics

This documentary tells the story of the extraordinary work of 
Nobel Prize winner John Hume to secure peace in Ireland. The 
film shows how Hume, inspired by Martin Luther King and rising 
from the riot-torn streets of Northern Ireland, enlisted American 
Presidents from Carter to Clinton to his cause. Narrated by Liam 
Neeson and scored by Bill Whelan (Riverdance), In the Name of 
Peace: John Hume in America includes interviews with Presidents 
Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter, US Senators and 
Congressmen, as well as Irish leaders and British 
Prime Ministers Tony Blair and John Major. At 
a time of political instability, this is a timely 
a film examining steady leadership and 
international co-operation.

IN THE NAME  
OF PEACE
john hume documentary
SAT 25th NOV 4pm Tickets at ifi.ie
~ IRISH FILM INSTITUTE, Eustace St, Temple Bar



Satire’s growing influence in the Middle East  
In conversation with…The Hummus News

There’s a saying that ‘everytime you find humour in a difficult situation, 
you win’. If this is the case, the trio behind The Hummus News, a 
satirical bonanza of online fake news in the Muslim community, have 
secured the gold.

Inspired by the satirical success of The Onion, The Hummus offers a 
humourous insight into the consciousness of young Western Muslims 
and how they process negative perceptions of their religion.

The ‘fundamental’ message is that Muslims can be funny too. 
Tapping into the zeitgeit, the publishers aren’t afraid to court 
controversy with story titles such as “Muslim on Airplane Fails to 
Smile Wide Enough, Pilot Makes Emergency Landing” or “US 
Fighter Jet Drops 200 Cans of Pepsi Over West Mosul’, a dig at 
the drinks company’s controversial ad starring Kendall Jenner, 
who according to The Hummus article will take up the role 

the state of 
satire in the 
middle east
with the hummus news
SAT 25th NOV 6pm (doors 5:30pm) €7.50
~ TAILORS’ HALL, Back Lane, Dublin 8

of US ambassador to Mosul ‘given her recent accomplishments in 
domestic diplomacy’.

Until now, the three founders - young practising American Muslims 
who work in Silicon Valley - have remained anonymous. For this year’s 
inaugural Festival of Politics, however, the creators will take to the 
stage to share the rationale behind The Hummus News and to explain 
why taking a light-hearted approach is essential at a time when 
stereotypes and stigma bedevil the Muslim community worldwide.

‘Our goal is to connect - and facilitate meaningful 
conversations between Muslims and Non-

Muslims alike,’ said the creators.

Ticket includes 
complimentary glass  

of wine.



A united Ireland is a contentious issue and rightly so. 
Our history is steeped in bloodshed and bravery where 
independence was sought and secured to achieve peace in 
Northern Ireland. But Britain’s decision to leave the European 
Union has thrown open the debate on whether a united 
Ireland is within reach once more.

Brexit has created more questions than answers 
where Irish and British relations are concerned. 
What are the consequences for cross-border 
transactions and free movement between the 
two countries? And where does it leave Northern 
Ireland where one of its political parties now 
forms a coalition with the Conservative Party as 
the ruling government of Great Britain? Is there 
an argument for both governments to look at a 
possibility of a united Ireland or is the matter far 
too complex for such reasoning? Irish ministers are 
already eyeing up ways to avoid disruption with a new 
report suggesting the idea of a ‘virtual border’. It works 
in the US and Canada, so why not here?

A UNITED PEOPLE - 
a divided island?
SAT 25th NOV 8:30pm (doors 8pm) €7.50 
~ TAILORS’ HALL, Back Lane, Dublin 8

Britain meanwhile, is making efforts to ensure Irish people can 
easily take up employment and residence in the country. But is 

this enough or are we on the cusp of talks that could 
essentially see Ireland emerge as a 32-county entity?

We’ll be joined by some of those 
who played a pivotal role in Northern 
Ireland’s Peace Talks.

Ticket includes complimentary 
glass of wine.



Liam Collins, former news editor of the Sunday Independent and 
current columnist, takes charge of this relaxed newspaper review 
on the final day of the Festival of Politics. Joined by panellists from 
the world of media and politics, including Sarah Carey (The Irish 
Times), Noel Dempsey (Former Government Minister), Mandy 
Johnston (Irish Independent), David Davin Power (RTE); the group 
and their audience take a snapshot of the stories dominating the 
news followed by debate and discussion. Audience participation 
encouraged...and there’ll be brunch too!

THE SUNDAY 
BRUNCH
paper review
with Zozimus
(Liam Collins, Sunday Independent)

SUN 26th NOV 12pm (doors 11:30am) €7.50
~ TAILORS’ HALL, Back Lane, Dublin 8

FIGHTER
SUN 26th NOV 4pm (doors 3:30pm) €7.50
~ TAILORS’ HALL, Back Lane, Dublin 8

Presented by Farcry Productions in association with Festival 
of Politics & Temple Bar Company
Performed by Gerard Mannix Flynn
Fighter is a performance piece that is being staged for the 
first time at the Festival Of Politics.

A combatant recalls the wreckage and havoc of war 
and his part in it.
From the ancient world to the present cleansing of 
the Rohingya people.
What is duty? What is revolutionary war?
Who is the freedom fighter? 
Who is the fighter for peace?
Only ruins remain after war. 
Unhealable wounds litter the worlds landscapes.
Only the rubble of Aleppo is left 
as witness.
Which is best, something to live 
for or something to die for?

After many years of relative peace 
in Ireland a generation has grown up 
without the threat of armed conflict. 
This work deals with the brutality and 
cruelty of violence and war.



SUN 26th NOV 8pm (doors 7:30pm) €7.50
~ TAILORS’ HALL, Back Lane, Dublin 8
Chair:  Suzanne Lynch, Washington Correspondent 
for the Irish Times

The 45th President of the United States is doubtless a colourful and 
controversial public figure. Whether it’s oversharing on Twitter, a 
revolving door of staff, alleged links with Russia or declarations of war 
on North Korea, Donald Trump has unashamedly fixed a perplexing 
yet riveting (and often terrifying) spotlight on his administration.

To discuss Donald Trump’s first year as ‘leader of the Free World’, 
we revisit his most memorable moments with the help of a panel 
of political experts including James Delingpole (The Spectator), 
Christina Finn (thejournal.ie), Sebastian Hamilton (Group Editor 
Irish Mail Newspapers) and led by Suzanne Lynch, 
(Washington Correspondent for the Irish Times).

Ticket includes
complimentary glass
of wine.

ANNETTE BELLAOUI a Danish activist and Muslim 
convert who is changing the narrative through music and 
humour. Bellaoui is founder of Tavse Stemmer - Missing Voices.
de, a project created by Muslim women for Muslim women to 
present opportunities for Muslim women in the arts.

SARAH CAREY is a columnist for The Times (Irish 
Edition). Her writing has appeared in The Sunday Independent, 
Sunday Times and The Irish Times. As a broadcaster she has 
presented and contributed to a range of current affairs shows 
on Irish television and radio including Newstalk, RTE and TV3. 

LIAM COLLINS With over four decades in journalism, 
Liam Collins is one of Ireland’s best-known journalists. A former 
Opinions Editor of the Irish Independent, Liam pens Zozimus, a 
weekly column in The Sunday Independent.

BARRY COWEN TD is Fianna Fáil (TD) for 
the Offaly constituency. Barry is married to Mary and has four 
children Gemma, Lorcan, Eoin, and Aoibhe. He works as an 
auctioneer and valuer.

JEREMY CUNNINGHAM lead bass guitarist of The 
Levellers, British pioneers of political folk-punk. The Levellers  
music has always had a political edge and they were one of the 
few bands of their generation to translate this into mainstream 
commercial success.

SUSAN DALY With two decades of journalism experience, 
Susan Daly is the editor of The Journal, the top online source 
of news in Ireland. Susan is a regular radio and television 
contributor.

SPEAKERS



JAMES DELINGPOLE As a journalist for the Sunday 
Telegraph and The Spectator, James has expressed his 
thoughts on everything from politics to popular music, from 
school sports days to spliffs. 

NOEL DEMPSEY is a former Irish Fianna Fáil politician. 
He was a TD for the Meath and Meath West constituencies 
from 1987-2011. He also served as Minister for Environment 
and Local Government, Minister for Education and Science, 
Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources 
and Minister for Transport. Noel has served as Chairman of The 
Temple Bar Company since 2014.

JOHN DEVITT is Chief Executive of Transparency 
International Ireland. He is an ethics and communications 
specialist by training. He holds a Masters degree in Ethics from 
Dublin City University.

PETER JUKES is a British journalist and screenwriter. He 
has written regularly for various newspapers and magazines 
including Newsweek, New Statesman, The Daily Beast, Politico. 
He has been nominated for numerous awards for his coverage 
of the phone-hacking trial in London.

CLLR MANNIX FLYNN is an independent representative 
for the Pembroke-South Dock Constituency on Dublin City 
Council.

SEBASTIAN HAMILTON A former Westminster 
correspondent with The Sunday Times, Sunday Business 
and the Scotsman Group, Sebastian has been a newspaper 
executive for 17 years - and Editor of the Irish Daily Mail 
for five. As well as predicting Trump 18 months out, he also 
correctly called the last three Irish general elections, five British 
ones and the odd referendum.

BRIAN HAYES MEP Prior to his election to the Irish 
Parliament, Brian worked as the National Youth & Education 
Officer to Fine Gael. He was also delegation secretary to Fine 
Gael during the Peace & Reconciliation forum.

CLLR DEIRDRE HENEY is the Fianna Fail Party 
representative for the Dublin Bay North Constituency
on Dublin City Council.

JOE HIGGINS was politicisedvagainst the backdrop of 
anti-Vietnam War protests and the civil rights movement. 
A founding member of the socialist party in Ireland he was 
elected to Dáil Éireann, and was also a Member of the 
European Parliament (MEP) for the Dublin constituency, the 
first Socialist Party MEP.

CLLR DERMOT LACEY is the Labour Party 
representative for the Pembroke-Rathmines Ward on Dublin 
City Council.

TONY CLAYTON LEA is an award-winning journalist, 
broadcaster and author. His writing on many aspects of pop 
culture appears mostly in The Ticket (the Irish Times’ weekly 
music/film entertainment supplement) and in the paper’s Arts/
Books pages. 

MANDY JOHNSTON: A former Government Press 
Secretary and Political Advisor, Mandy is a columnist for the 
Irish Independent. 

JOHN LEE: John Lee is the political editor of the Irish Mail 
on Sunday. He is co-author of a political bestselling book: Hell 
at the Gates, an Inside Story of Ireland’s Financial Downfall.

SUZANNE LYNCH is the Irish Times’ American 
correspondent based in Washington.  Formerly Brussels 
correspondent and a financial journalist with the Irish Times, 
she also worked as an arts journalist in Ireland and the UK.



MAYOR MÍCHEÁL MACDONNCHA has been a 
member of Dublin City Council since 2011. He is a long-serving 
member of Sinn Féin at local, Dublin and national level. He was 
editor of An Phoblacht, the Sinn Féin newspaper, from 1990-96.

MARY MANNING 10 Dunnes Stores workers went 
on strike in 1984 when checkout girl Mary Manning was 
suspended for refusing to handle South African goods, 
following a union instruction given to all members as part 
of the struggle against apartheid. The strike lasted almost 
three years and Nelson Mandela later told the small group of 
workers that their stand had helped him to keep going during 
his time in prison.

MINISTER FINIAN MCGRATH T.D. Finian sits 
at Cabinet as a Minister For State in the Departments of 
Health, Education, Justice and Social Protection, with special 
responsibilities for disability issues.

DR NIALL MULDOON is the Ombudsman for 
Children. He was previously the Director of Investigations at 
the Ombudsman for Children’s Office. He was formerly the 
National Clinical Director of CARI – children’s charity based in 
Dublin, Cork and Limerick. 

SHONA MURRAY: Shona is the foreign affairs 
correspondent with the Independent Group of Newspapers 
having recently moved from Newstalk. Shona regularly reports 
from the Middle East and has extensively reported from Gaza 
and Syria.

ALASTAIR MORGAN was born in Singapore in 1948, 
and he came to the UK in 1950 with his parents and younger 
brother Daniel. He studied Scandinavian Languages at UCL and 
journalism at West Surrey College of Art and Design. He has 
spent most of the last 30 years pursuing justice for his brother.

SIOBHÁN MASTERSON is Head of Corporate Affairs 
at Ibec where she leads the team within Ibec which delivers 
communications to media, members and other stakeholders 
as well as coordinating Ibec’s political and stakeholder 
engagement strategy and the organisations approach to CSR.

KATE O’CONNELL TD Kate O’Connell is a TD for the 
Dublin Bay South constituency. A pharmacist, businesswoman 
and mother of three, she also holds a masters in Primary Care 
and Business.

LIAM O’ MAOINLAÍ musician and frontman for The 
Hot House Flowers. His 2008 documentary Dambé: The Mali 
Project with Paddy Keenan, explores the possibility of music as 
a common language between cultures.

NADINE O’REGAN is Books and Arts Editor with 
the Sunday Business Post and a columnist and feature writer 
with the same newspaper. She presents and produces Songs in 
the Key of Life on Today FM.

DAVID DAVIN POWER was RTE’s Political 
Correspondent for two decades until his departure from the 
broadcaster in April of this year. David continues to contribute 
to the media and is a regular contributor to newspapers and 
radio.

DAVID QUINN is an Irish social and religious commentator 
who freelances and contributes weekly columns to The Irish 
Independent. He is founder and director of The Iona Institute.

DANNY HEALEY RAE TD is an independent TD for 
Kerry. He gained attention for being in favour of drinking 
and driving as a way of reducing rural isolation. He has 
publicly denied anthropogenic climate change and opposed 
Ireland’s carbon tax. 

PEGGY SEEGER musician and songwriter sister of Pete 
Seeger (the great-grandfather of USA folk revival) and partner 
of the late Ewan MacColl, (theorist and practitioner of UK folk 
revival) Peggy has carved a special niche for herself in both 
countries. 
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